NSW{3l

COMMUNITY SAFETY DIRECTORATE
BUILDING COMPLIANCE UNIT

Locked Bag 12 GREENACRE NSW 2190
Telephone: (02) 9742 7400 Facsimile: (02) 9742 7388

www.fire.nsw.gov.au info@fire.nsw.gov.au ABN: 12 593 473 110

] : B PRAEEEEGENEREER DS NONEE RN RN RN R
EWE"EHEnziﬂm!mnmln“ﬂqﬂmem;‘!::“'?:lenb!H%“smzménlﬂmnﬁnwmmmﬂnr":amsmﬁau!gulivu“ualzuazswnllauésvua!”unlll'maw BN AR B EE G N REREREREEEARERAEREREDRE

Your Reference: Jt/ Telephone: (97) 4273 7304

File No: BCU./ADM/002 Facsimile:  (97) 4273 7388

Contact Officer: W. Isemonger Email: warwick.isemonger@fire.,nsw.gov.au
9 August 2010

Mr Jeff Terry

Survival Solutions(Aust)

3/14 Reliance Drive
TUGGERAH BUSINESS PARK
NSW 2259

Dear Sir,

I refer to your correspondence dated 6™ August 2010 and your request for clarification on
the same matter to Commander Eagles from the Central Coast.

EWIS systems are called up for premises under section E4.9 of the Building Code of
Australia 2010.The premises required to have a sound system for emergency purposes
under AS 1670.4 are :-
a) buildings with an effective height greater than 25 metres
b) a class 3 shared accommodation building with a rise on storeys more than 2 and
used as a residential part of a school or for accommodation for the aged, children
or persons with disabilities
c) aclass 3 building used as a residential aged care building except the system must:
e be arranged to provide warning for occupants in areas used by residents
e have its alarm adjusted in volume
d) In a class 9A building having a floor area greater than 1000 square metres
e) In aclass 9b building
e used as a school with a rise on storeys of more than 3 or
e Used as a theatre with a rise in storeys greater than 2 or a floor area more
than 1000 square metres

However, the Building code does not however require compliance with any of the
standards relating to evacuation standards merely to the AS 1670.4 standard and this has
caused some confusion for local authorities, fire services building owners and the like
because it does not reference the evacuation standards that would underpin AS 1670.4
namely AS 3745 and AS 4083.

That no reference is stated to the 2 standards alludes to confusion on who should operate
and reset the various panels installed at your premises.

The legal ramifications of operating fire panels installed in premises designed to detect a
fire, alert the occupants and fire service and alarm both at the panel and by a sounder
outside the building are two fold. The panel know as a Fire Indicator Panel is (FIP) is
used exclusively by licensed fire protection consultants, fire brigades personnel, local
council staff and others who have a jurisdictional role in ensuring its operation. This panel
is off limits to residents, management staff and employees as tampering or operating it
has the potential to stop an alarm being transmitted to the fire service an Offence under
section 34 of Fire Brigades Act 1989, has the potential to isolate or stop a section of the
building from going into alarm in the event of a fire and not providing early warning of a






